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Minutemen
disappoint
Immigration debate
-sparks campus-wide
concern, response
by Mimi Oh
Staff reporter
The forum on illegal i~migration held on Tuesday, Feb.
26 set off a firestorm over the behavior of its speakers. The
College Republicans hosted "How Illegal Immigration is
Ruining America," which brought Minutemen founder Jim
Gilchrist and retired INS agent and Democrat Michael Cutler to the SURC pit.
After the event, President Jerilyn Mcintyre and the
ASCWU-BOD sent their responses to students, with reassurances that Central promotes respect, civility and tolerance for all people.
"I was very disappointed from the moment that I read
advertisements that made it clear that this event would not
be a discussion that would give both sides, but just a one
sided platform of views," junior law and justice sociology
major Dom'onique Meeks said.
Meeks is a member of the BSU, CAMP, and FASA. lhese
organizations were present at the forum; with GALA and _
MEChA. In the wake of mounting student and faculty concerns, the Center for Student Empowerment, the Diversity
Education Center, the ASCWU-BOD, the College Republicans, Central's academic departments and other organiza-tions on campus have been addressing the fallout. Additionally, many faculty members reflected on the forum.
"Where the Gilchrist event crossed the line was in the
tactics-of intimidation that have nothing to do with the
practice of free speech," professor and director of the center
for Latino and Latin American studies Michael Ervin said.
Program Coordinator for the Diversity Education Center, Djordje Popovic, expressed his concern over the
racism and intimidation tactics that students brought to
his attention.
"I'm hoping to document the abuse students suffered
that night that goes beyond those actions obvious in the
broadcast. The incidents I'm referring to occurred off stage
and were motivated by racial bias," Popovic said. "Students
were asked to identify themselves and their immigration
status, and followed and threatened by the members of
Gilchrist's entourage and, perhaps, other CWU students.
The most disturbing incident, in my opinion, is the statement a Minuteman made to a CWU student in which he
declared that the only thing that's keeping him from beating
and shooting undocumented immigrants, is the law."
Despite misgivings, interviewees also affirmed their
belief in free speech and the freedom to assemble. Meeks,
in particular, added the sentiment that Central should continue to put on debates with controversial topics, albeit
with a more equal representation of opposing viewpoints,
rather than more security.
"The solution is better background checks of who we
are opening our doors to, and how we are structuring our
events," Meeks said. "The answer is not and will never be
more security, because the day we have to throw an event
that needs more then two cops for the safety of our students, is the day that particular event should not happen in
the first place."
SEE MINUTEMEN PAGE 7

Weekend sweep
Wildcat men continue push to playoffs with eighth straight win
by Marc Boese
Staff reporter
Last week, Central s men's basketball went
on the road to defeat hostiilg teams Montana
State University-Billings and Seattle University.
Central, now 19-6 overall and 13-3 in Great
Northwest Athletic Conference (GNAC) play,
extended their_winning streak to eight after
defeating the two GNAC teams.
Central started the road trip Thursday night
against the conference's last place team, MSUB
(1-26, 1-15 GNAC).
Led by MSUB's team-leadling scorer, guard
John Brooks, they kept it close for the first nine
minutes of action as the gamte was all tied up
at 15. However, Central's junior forward Matt
Penoncello started off a 17-0 rrun for the Wildcats to take a 32-15 lead. Pernoncello led the
game with 28 points, 15 corrning in the first
half.
Although the Yellowjackets ended the Wildcats' run and began to put their offense together, Central continued to put more points on the
board. Junior guard Johnny Spevak accompa-.
nied Penoncello with 10 first-half points and a
successful lay-up with less than two minutes
left in the half to give the Wildcats a 20-point
lead, their largest of the night.
MSUB made a small 5-0 run to end the half
down 52-37.
In the second half, MSUB fought hard to not
allow the Wildcats to run away with the game.
In the first 12 minutes of play, the Yellowjackets
outscored Central 23-16 to bring the deficit to
eight. However, led by junior guard Giovonne
Woods, Central came back with a 12-0 run .
The run ended with a successful lay-up by
Penoncello to take the lead by 20 points, again.
Defense and free throws sealed the deal for
Central as they won the game by a substantial
margin, 88-72.
"I really think our guys were looking past
[MSUBJ for Seattle; I'm not going to beat
around the bush," head coach Greg Sparling
said.
The Wildcats led the game in almost every
category, including 37 rebounds -13 of which
from senior forward Bryce Daub. Despite a
poor 65.2 free-throw percentage, Central did
shoot 53.2 percent from the field and almost 37
percent from behind the arc.
The second game of the road trip came on
Saturday night against SU at the Connolly Cen- ter. Coming into the game, SU was 17-8 overall (10-6 GNAC) and also ranked eighth in the
NCAA Division II West Region - Central was
ranked fifth.
The Wildcats started the contest off taking
the lead 7-2, all points coming from the game's
leading scorers, junior forward Jake Beitinger
and Daub. Both scored 18 points for the game.
1

Brianne Jette/Observer

Sophomore forward Mike Boxley of Seattle Univ~rsity challenges Wildc~t junior guard
Giovonne Woods at the hoop last Saturday. The game at Connolly Center turned into
an intense physical match, with players slamming into walls and one another.

However, turnovers on three straight possessions started the Redhawks off with a 19-5 run,
led by center Ryan Coldren, who shot perfect
from the field and free-throw line as he scored
14 first-half points.
Spevak ended SU's run with a three-pointer
and brought the Wildcats within six. Central
then made a small run of its own as senior

guard Nate Jacks~n hit his own three-point shot
to give them back the lead with just over three
minutes to play in the half.
The Redhawks ended the half on a 9-2 run,
though, to lead the Wildcats by six going into
the locker room.
SEE SWEEP PAGE 20
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The 15-member presidential search
committee hopes to have the new president step in by January 2009. Through a
typical national-scale search, and with
the help of an executive search consultancy, the committee will present their
pool of final candidates for president to
the Board of Trustees, who will make
the final CJecision.
The committee is chaired by the
department of geological sciences'
associate professor and Chair Dr.
Wendy Bohrson.
· "We are in the process of trying to
finalize our recommendation for
search consultancies, hopefully in the
next 10 days," Bohrson said about the
committee's choices for the executive
search consultancies.
Bohrson has had experience as a
faculty member and administrator.
She was the interim director of
research for one year, and is in charge
of the Science Talent Expansion Program (STEP). She has worked with
both graduate and undergraduate students in research.
Included on the committee are people representing or recommended by
faculty members, students, the Faculty
Senate, the ASCWU-BOD, the Exempt
Employees Association, the Employee
Council, the Alumni Association, the
Central Washington University Foundation Board, the Board of Trustees, one
academic dean and one community
member recommended by the El lensburg Chamber of Commerce.
"My perspective is to represent the
entire community [both on- and offcampus perspectives]," Committee
member and Interim Director of the
Office for Equal Opportunity Staci
Sleigh-Layman ·said. "Of course, I bring
my knowledge and experience in equal
opportunity to that mix, but it's a holistic approach."
There appeared to be a consensus
from the interviewees that the next president should possess good communication skills and approachability for students. Other traits ideal president that
were mentioned included knowledge of
higher education and the ability to
advocate for the university with donors
and the state.
"I think we should have more guest
speakers talking about a broader range
of subjects than just the most controversial ones," Danielle Martin, freshman
undeclared said about what she would
like to see at Central. "The only problem I have with Central is the town.
Specifically, there is nothing to do
around town. Barely anyone I know
stays at the school during weekends."
Both committee members said that
the recent departures and resignations
among the administration are a natural
evolution of university administration
and a necessity to bring new perspectives about issues.
"The Board of Trustees will negotiate the salary with the finalist,"
Bohrson said. "My understanding is
this activity will occur at a public
Board of Trustees meeting, most likely
in November or December of 2008,
The ad for the president's position will
be posted in spring. The committee
will narrow the pool of candidates at
several stages, mostly during summer.
By next fall, the committee will narrow
the pool to the top three to five candidates. During and after the interview
process, the campus and other communities will b~ asked for feedback."
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Haunted school houses, dark cemeteries, spooky theaters and a huge bottomless pit
LOOKING DEEP INTII M
Ec$ HOLE THAT'$ ONE $POOKY $HOW
(~WU l\lvth B11sters

A satellite image of the Kittitas Valley after Mel Waters appeared on the Art Bell Show indicates
that the area where Mel's Hole is located is erased. The image is now changed on Google Earth.
Joseph Siemandel!Observ'er

by Joseph Siemandel
Asst. News editor

who claims to have seen the hole some 40 years
ago with his father, has brought numerous people
to the area in which he remembers the hole to be.
Every year, local tales seem to grow about
In January 2003, Red Elk appeared on an MTV
Ellensburg, and every year, they seem to get cra- special on urban legends. Red Elk was questioned
zier. This tale, though, has all the makings of a but MTV did not try to find the hole.
·
classic rumor that you would hear anywhere- but
Since the 2003 interview, the Seattle Museum
what if it is true?
of the Mysteries, along with the help of Red Elk,
Mel's Hole, a supposedly bottomless pit on has gone out to search for the hole every year. The
Manastash Ridge, not only has received group continues its search and plans to do so until
attention from the town of Ellensburg, but also it has found the hole.
from the entire world.
In 2003, the University of Washington created
The hole, which was discovered by Mel a short documentary on the hole and its existence.
Waters, a local who claims the hole was located in Along with the help of the search groups, they dishis backyard, has been given the name of a geo- covered that the hole is allegedly located on a dirt
graphic anomaly.
road. The road, which has a "No trespassing" sign
Waters went on the Art Bell coast-to-coast and, later, a tall fence with barbed wire, leads into
radio program in Feb. 1997 to talk with Bell about the YTC.
the hole. According to Waters, the hole, which he
Individuals who get lost hunting in the area
had measured to be more than 15 miles deep, was have said that the area is heavily patrolled and
big enough to push a car into. By his claims, a they are asked to leave before being arrested.
group had actually pushed a car down the hole
Whether the hole does or doesn't exist does
and never heard a sound, as if the car never hit the not bother the Seattle Museum of the Mysteries.
bottom.
The search groups, which took a break after 2004,
Mel's Hole first made national headlines on the regrouped in the spring of 2006 after new informaArt Bell show, but it was the events that happened tion was found about the hole.
after the show that got the attention of the Seattle ,
The myth of Mel's Hole is impossible to debunk
or prove true. Many think it is a passage to Hades,
Museum of the Mysteries.
After the hole was located on the ridge, the others believe it is an alien passage to earth. Some
satellite images of where the hole was located also believe that it was a nuclear test site during the
were changed. Two big white boxes appeared Cold War and that there is an underground city
over the area, and all grid coordinates to the along with tunnels to Fort Lewis.
According to Red Elk in the University of Washhole went blank. It was as if the hole disapington documentary, the hole, which he has
peared on the map.
In a later interview with Art Bell, Waters claimed to have seen in his dreams, is occupied by
claimed the hole was engulfed by Yakima Training lizard people who want to take over the earth.
Many witnesses on the freeway claim to have
Center (YTC) and that he was forced to move into
the town of Ellensburg. Waters appeared on the Art seen black beams from the area where the hole
Bell show three more times, the last time being in is apparently located. The beams have given
December of 2002. Since that time he has not many the idea t.hat the hole may be a landing
area for alien ships.
been heard from.
The Yakima Herald wrote an article in 2005
An article from the Tri-City Herald in 1997
reported that Mel Waters wasn't listed in any about a Basque community in Ellensburg, and that
phone book and was not a registered taxpayer in created a thought that the hole could've been creatEllensburg, which prompted questions of his exis- ed during World War II.
Until more information is found about the hole,
tence.
The story takes another twist because of an old or Mel Waters comes back to Ellensburg to lead
American Indian shaman named Red Elk. Red Elk, people to the hole, it will remain a mystery.

Short a few credits?
Need to fill time
before graduation?
Want to boost your
resume?
Join the Observer!
Come to Bouillon
Room 222 find out
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A night picture of the Liberty Theater shows the
calm demeanor outside but still appears creepy.

.The Liberty Theater, which is the
oldest of the two movie theaters in
Ellensburg, has a storied past. It was the
first theater in Ellensburg, and has
served Central Washington students for
almost 60 years. Along with all it has
done, it has its dark past as well.
No facts could be found about the
theater itself, but many patrons of the
theater at night have experienced things
that are unexplainable.
Many have claimed that the bathroom
doors have opened and closed on their
own and the lights will turn on and off.
Others have felt the presence of someone
looking at them while waiting for a movie.
At night, the theater reportedly
takes on a new life with sounds and
screams from the upstairs, but only
when the theater is empty.
The Liberty Theater will remain an
undetermi[led myth, but movie patrons
should not shy away from the theater
because of a few unexplainable
happenings.

Amanda Umberger/Observer

The Ellensbu!g Cemetery at night: could it possibly have paranormal activity?

GHO$T$ .OF THE

CEMETERIE$ OF
KITTITA$ COUNTY

OLM$TEAD PLACE

If you hang out in cemeteries for fun, this
will definitely strike your interest. The Roslyn
and Thorp Cemeteries have stories that could
send chills up anyone's spine.
Roslyn, which is famous for its mining history, has had claims from patrons of seeing
lanterns and headlamps floating at night.
Others have seen what they claim to be
apparitions of miners.
The Cemetery has also had articles
about its activity in other newspapers
around the state and will probably continue to be a paranormal hot spot.
Thorp cemetery also has claims of para- .
normal activity.
Patrons claim to see an American Indian woman named Suzy walk around. Suzy,
who was lynched in 1890 according to
local stories, is also seen on a white horse,
· crying among the tombstones.
_
The cemetery stories, which are impossible to prove, could be nothing more than
bored high school students coming up with
stories that their imaginations brew up.

Ellensburg has its ghost stories as does its old
houses.
The first homestead of Ellensburg, which is
located close to Kittitas, is claimed to be an area
of paranormal activity. The Olmstead family
arrived in the valley in 1875 and lived on the
farm for about 100 years.
In 1968, the property was donated to the
Washington State Parks Department and still
works as a functional farm, along with the
old fashioned equipment. The original log
cabin, which is 133 years old, is still a fixture
on the property.
The property, which is a hot spot among
tourists according to the parks department, is
also a hot spot for late night visitors.
- Claims have been made that the patrons at
night have witnessed American Indians along
the creek. Others claim to hear babies crying
and women screaming, but only during full
moons.
The Olmstead place is another local spot that
will only bring more stories and more activity
the more it is visited.
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Ellensburg restau·rants aim tor healthier dining options
by Kevin Opsahl
Staff reporter

''They started this

Central students have teamed up
with the Shape Up health organization to implement a healthier diningout experience in the Ellensburg
community.
Beginning this month, the project
was initiated after a local survey
conducted in February said that more
residents would like to see healthier
choices on restaurant menus.
The Shape Up Kittitas County
Healthy Dining Out Project is a collaborative effort among Central Washington University's Nutrition Science Club,
Shape Up and a dozen restaurants in
Ellensburg.
The goal is to m~ke one or two of
their entrees healthier for customers in
an effort to promote National Nutrition
Month.
]OSH FRIEDMAN
Participants include Cattleman's
Steakhouse, Dakota Cafe, El Caporal,
PITA PIT OWNER
Ellensburg Pasta Co., Grant's Pizza
Place, Morelli's Cafe, the Pita Pit, The
Red Horse Drive-In, The Soup Bowl,
Department. "In talking with [Gee], he
The Valley Cafe, The Palace Cafe and
thought this was something that the
Williams' Campus U-Tote-Em.
Nutritional Science Club students
The Ellensburg survey revealed that
would
be able to help out with. There
67 percent of respondents are influwere enough students that were interenced by the availability of healthy
ested, and so they decided to take that
entrees and side dishes when choosing
piece on."
a restaurant.
All restaurants are required to label
Meanwhile, 40 percent of particitheir modified entree in the menu and,
pants would like restaurant menus to
in addition, provide each table with
include more nutritional information,
slips
noting their nutritional value.
and 75 percent would like menus label
Woltring
said that a booklet with more
ed the healthy or low-fat entrees while
information on nutritional value and
76 percent of those surveyed would pay
health tips would also be provided at
extra for healthier substitutes.
each
table.
All meals must meet the basic
"Even if you're not going to choose
criteria: contain one to two servings of
to eat one of these healthy meal
vegetables, be 750 calories or fewer
options, there are things that you can do
and include no more than 1000 milto
eat healthier when you are eating
ligrams of sodium, a risk factor for high
out," Wo/tring said.
blood pressure.
£1 Capora\ Family Mexican
To do this, nutrition science students
Restaurant
is located just off Univerpicked recipes with the help of the
restaurants and used a computer pro- . sity Way. The Rodriguez family has
worked hard since its start in 1989 to
gram that generated a healthy nutritionprovide
a healthy balance, offering
al analysis.
vegetarian,
side order and a la car.te
The students then worked with the
items to customers.
data they had to help restaurants modAs part of this project, they agreed to
ify their meals . David Gee, professor
modify
their rosita salad substituting
of food science and nutrition and
charbroiled chicken for grilled and fresh
coalition member, led the university
salsa for regular dressing.
on this project.
11
11
[The project] has sure opened up
1 knew that we wouldn't be able to
our
eyes
on a lot of the things that we
do this project without someone helpcould cut down," said general manager
ing with the nutritional analysis piece,"
Daisy Rodriguez, public health major.
said Megan Woltring, health educator
"It
definitely sort of gives us a greater
of the Kittitas County Public Health
view of all of the time and effor.t that
goes into trying to come up with a
healthier menu."
The Pita Pit, which opened in Ellensburg last year, has agreed to modify two
of their selections. According to owner
Josh Friedman, their chicken breast pita
will include more veggies and the
Greek pita will include wheat flatbread,
spinach, tomatoes, cucumbers and
fresh black olives.
He explained why the chain decided to sign onto the program even
though they are more conservative
than most eateries when it comes to
nutrition.
"It was just something ... to tie us
into the community," Friedman said.
"They started this program and so we
decided that it wou Id be great because
we already are drawn to healthy food.
We believe healthy food can also taste
good, and it is good for you ."
The Shape Up organization does not
plan to implement this project in other
Kittitas County towns, but they wo.u ld
Voted Best Hamburger in Kittitas County
like to try the project elsewhere if it
sxo East University Way 92S·1600
goes well.
Shape Up Kittitas County is located
Campus Burger Basket and
at 507 N. Nanum St. in Ellensburg.

program and so we
decided that it

would be great

because we already

are drawn to healthy
food. We believe

healthy food can

also taste good, and
ts
. goo d £or you. ' '

Above: Hannah Bridges,
senior business major, ap.d
Josh Friedman, Central alum
and owner of the Pita Pit
work behind the counter. The
Pita Pit is part of the "Shape
Up" Kittitas County Healthy
Dining Out Project.

Right: El Caporal, located on
the corner of Main and University Way., is also a part of
the Healthy Dining Out Pro. ject, providing healthier
options for the Ellensburg
community.

$50,000_in Technology Grants Available
The CWU Student Technology Committee is now
accepting applications for their annual technology
grant program, and have allocated $50,000 for grants
this year. By RCW, requests can not be funded that are
related to a specific academic program, nor can funds
be allocated for personal technology needs. Grants
will be evaluated and awarded based on several criteria
including 1) benefit/impact to the students of CWU, and
2) number of students served.
To apply, simply fill out the application online at http://
www.cwu.edu/-techfee/ and submit by 5PM on April
4, 2008. The committee will assess the applications
and :finalists may be asked to present their request to
the committee on April 21 or 28. Funded requests are
scheduled to be announced by May 5.
Organizations and departments that serve the students
of CWU, and others with innovative technology ideas
to serve our students, are encouraged to apply.

Need advice?

Keep your eyes open next quarter for our new
advice column in the Scene section of
The Observer.

Throw away your inhibitions. We will entertain
any and all questions posed by our readers.
We encourage you to e-mail us at
cwuohserver@gmail.com with your questions.

Campus U•Tote·Em

Mediu, Solt Drink
SS.BS+ tax

Contact the organization by phone _
at 509-962-7515 or on the Web at
www.shapeupkc.org for information.
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City
News from around the Kittitas County community

Ellensburg ~eather
Today:
High: 57°F Low: 33°F
0% chance of precipitation
Sunny .

Tomorrow:
High: 58°F Low: 34°F
20% chance of precipitation
Partly cloudy

Saturday:
High: 57°F Low: 32°F
20% chance of precipitation
Mostly sunny

Sunday:
High: 53°F Low: 33°F
30% chance of precipitation
Few showers

Monday:
High: 56°F Low: 31°F
10% chance of precipitation
Partly cloudy •

Pete Los/Observer

The Ellensburg Animal Shelter seeks community support to acquire points and win the chance for a remodel.

Animal shelter competes
for million dollar remodel
by Sarah Hazel
Staff reporter

Correction
An error is printed in last week's (Feb. 28)
issue of The Observer. On page 3, a caption for
the "Controversial speakers cross the line" article
incorrectly states that the panel discussion "How
Illegal Immigration is Ruining America" was put
on by the Diversity Education Center. It was, in
fact, put on by the Central Washington University
College Republicans as part of their Conservative
Lecture Series. We apologize for the error and
any inconvenience this may have caused.

Who wants to be a millionaire? The
dogs and cats at the Ellensburg Animal
Shelter do. Not for fancy new collars or
spiffy new toys, but for a makeover of
their current home.
Zootoo.com is holding a contest to
help support animal shelters around the
country. The pet lovers' Web site will
donate $1 million to a deserving shelter.
The top 20 shelters are chosen by how
many points they can accumulate.
The Ellensburg community can help
build up points for their local shelter.
People who want to show their support
can be involved as little or as much as
they wish.
"Just for signing up, you get 100
points," Kim Manderson, Ellensburg
Animal Shelter volunteer, said. "If you
refer a friend and they sign up, you get
another 100 points. You can write
reviews about pet products, about
leashes and toys, all kinds of stuff. You
get 20 points for each review."
So far, the Ellensburg Animal Shelter
has earned approximately SQ0,000
points and is in sixth place in the country. Manderson hopes it stays that way,
because in order for the shelter to be in
the running after March 31, they need
to remain in the top 20. There are
approximately 1,000 shelters participating in the contest.
Each shelter ranked in the top 20
after March 31 wi II receive a prize.
Experts in the pet industry will visit each
of the 20 shelters and determine w~ich
one deserves the makeover the most.
The second place winner will receive
$10,000, and the remaining 18 will
receive $5,000.
"The problem is that we are competing against large cities," Manderson
said. "Washington, D.C., Houston,
Atlanta, all these places, so we're very
concerned as the deadline comes close
... that they're going to sort of take over.
We're trying to get as many people to
sign up as possible." ·
According to Manderson, signing up
to volunteer also racks up 100 points for
the shelter. Rebekah Smith, a volunteer
for the Ellensburg Anima·I Shelter,
reflects on her experience volunteering.

Pete Los/Observer

Animals at the Ellensburg shelter could be getting an upgrade to the current living conditions on March 31 when the top 20 shelters are chosen.

"I was looking to get involved with
something in the community, and I love
animals," Smith said. "I didn't know
how I'd feel about going to the shelter. I
didn't know if I'd just feel so sad for the
animals or just want to take them all
home with me, but I kept the realization
that I could help them while they are
homeless. I could.bring a little bit of joy
into their lives."
If the shelter wins the $1 million, the
facility will be completely made over.
According to Smith, the most important
change will be making it larger.
"It's pretty small," Smith said. "Our
cat room is teeny tiny; we get three people in there and it's pretty full. Some

cats are in the back room with the volunteers. The back yard could probably
use some help. I just think it would be a
good thing for the animals."
Cindy Carleton, an Ellensburg resident, signed up for the contest. She is a
dog owner and feels that the money
would help the shelter a great deal.
"I think it's important because it
sounds like they need a new facility,"
Carleton said. "They need a new and
better one, and I don't know how long
it's been since they had a new one."
For more information on how to sign
up, go to www.zootoo.com or contact
the Ellensburg Animal Shelter at 509962-7246.
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Students seek
makeover tor
Central's mascot
by Meggan Eaton
Copy editor

Photo courtesy of All Aboard

A detailed picture of the train station which was designed to illustrate what Historic Ellensburg would
like the train station to look like after restoring the depot.

Central PR class hosts
benefit.tor train station
by Holly Henderson
Copy editor
In effort to give back to the community, students from Central's communication department are holding
an auction to raise funds that will
assist the restoration of Ellensburg's
Historic Train Depot.
The All Aboard benefit will take
place at 5 p.m. on Saturday, March
8, at the Ellensburg Quality Inn.
All Aboard will feature live
music, a benefit dinner, silent and
live auctions, a raffle drawing and a
speaker series with the theme of promoting environmental awareness.
All proceeds will go to the Historic Ellensburg Association in order
to help fund the nearly $5 million
project of rebuilding the depot.
Future plans include meeting areas,
display areas for artwork and a train
service running from Seattle to
Ellensburg.
Joe Bach, the director of The Downtown Ellensburg Association, has lent a
hand to the efforts of the class.
"I have been out, selling dinner
tickets, selling raffle tickets, talking
with people and just sending out
mass e-mails to groups," Bach said.
The Central students putting on
the benefit are part of the applied
public relations class (Communication 470) at Central. Along with the
help of Patrick Deffenbaugh, a communication and graphic arts professor, the students have learned how to
plan an event and all the work that
goes into it.
The benefit, which has been promoted state-wide, has had radio
and TV ads, along with articles written in the Ellensburg Daily Record,
The Tri-City Herald and the
Spokesman Review. The benefit has
also been promoted on "Good
Morning Northwest," which is aired
on the ABC network in Spokane.
The event staff is anticipating more

''we need as much
community activity
as possible to help
us continue the
process.''
' SEAN TURPIN,
PROJECT Co-MANAGER

than 300 people to attend.
"We need as much community
activity as possible to help us continue the process," Sean Turpin, project
co-manager, said. "We are trying to
raise enough money to give back to
the community and to the Historic
Ellensburg Association."
Their hope is to see progress in
the restoration of this historic railroad
and to promote the public relations
department at.Central.
"We are currently in the process
of bidding for architects to take on
the project," Bach said. " We really
need to see how much the benefit
raises and all the grants we have
coming in."
Bach and the Historic Downtown
Ellensburg society have worked since
1997 to gain full control of the station
from private owners. With help from
the City of Ellensburg, they have written grants to the city in order to gain
control.
"The city is trying to push the
grants along quickly, so that the
work can begin as soon as possible," Bach said.
The process to restore the train
station is not a quick one. The architect and contractors chosen for the
project will be in charge of making
sure the building is earthquake-ready

and that al I the filth from years of
birds living in the building will need
to be cleaned up and sanitized.
The class, however, is not just
looking to help the train station,
they are also giving back to the
communication department.
"We are hoping to promote the
public relations program and show
people what we have learned here
at Central, while helping the community as well," Brianna Berg, senior public relations major, said.
The benefit committee is also
hoping to raise enough money to
supply the communications department with a scholarship. They also
hope to leave· information and funding for the next communication 470
class. Deffenbaugh hopes that the
event will become a annual event.
The train station, which was used
as transport from Seattle to Ellensburg, now just stands vacant.
Future plans for a passenger train
line from the Washington State
Department ofTransportation shows
the lines running from Seattle to
Leavenworth and then down to
Ellensburg and continuing east.
The train which was the primary
way of travel before Interstate 90 was
paved, was able to run over Snoqualmie Pass even when the weather
was bad. Freight trains right now travel on the lines when the weather is
bad on the pass.
On Sept. 26, 1991, it was added
to the National Register of Historic
Places.
Historic Downtown hope that the
reviving of the train station will help
boost tourism in Ellensburg and assist
thousands of commuters as they
come to Ellensburg.
"I am very happy to be a part of
something that will benefit our community," Elizabeth Oehler, senior
public relations major, said.

Tickets are available by calling
509-306-9118 or at the event. ·

Central's mascot, Wellington the
Wildcat, may be in need of a new look.
Students at the recent fireside chat
voiced their opinions of Wellington's
costume. The current Wellington outfit
was purchased in 2003 for approximately $5,500. Due to the high price
tag, updates to the outfit have been
made only when necessary, most often
to the shoes and helmet.
Pedro Navarrete, ASCWU-BOD
vicepresident for student life and facilities said, "if the funding's available, go
with it. 11
Navarrete encourages students to
submit design ideas and become
involved in the process of possibly creating a new costume that will represent
Central pride and spirit.
Funding for a new Wellington outfit
would be provided by the University
Cohesion and Tradition Restoration Initiative, which is a part of the "Triad Program" involved with the three major
Central spirit trademarks: the Victory

Bell; the antique fire truck, "The General," and the Wellington mascot.
Opinions fell on both sides of the
line at a recent CWU men's basketball
game.
" I think Wellington needs a new
outfit that's more intimidating to our
opponents, something that strikes fear
in the eyes of our competition," Randle
Affholter, freshman undeclared, said.
Five-year-old Chloe Ament voiced a
different view.
"I like Wellington the way he is,"
Ament said. "If he looked different, I
wouldn't recognize him."
Navarrete said that maintaining
Wellington's current look may keep
alumni and sports fans familiar with
what has been Wellington's costume for
the last five years. The familiarity of
Wellington could make him more recognizable when spotted .at Central
events.
To become involved in a possible
revamp of Wellington, contact Pedro
Navarrete in the ASCWU-BOD ·office,
located in the Student Union and
Recreation Center.

MINUTEMEN: Central students,
faculty offended by speaker conduct
continued from cover
Junior French major Erika Harder
stated her disappointment in the forum,
due to polarizing and hostile behavior
by people on both sides of the issue.
"I was disappointed by the 'debate'
because although the event cou Id
have brought people of different opinions together to intelligently and
coherently discuss their views, both
sides represented themselves poorly
and probably widened the gap
between them," Harder said.
Some attendees expressed their disappointment by leaving the forum early.
Students expressed their support of both
the First Amendment and the need for
civility in university dialogues.
Suggestions abounded about how
future events could be more fairly structured.
Ervin framed the issue of how Central defines itself in _the wake of the Minutemen in terms of a response, rather
than just the Minutemen's appearance
itself. He also commented that the Minutemen used the cover of free speech
and patriotism to mask their tactics of
fear and intimidation.

' ' ... he declared that
the only thing that's
keeping him from
beating and shooting undocumented
immigrants, is the

law.

''

DJORDJE POPOVIC, PROGRAM
COORDINATOR FOR THE
DIVERSI1Y EDUCATION CENTER

"There is one positive outcome of
this shameful episode," Popovic said.
"As a university community, we have an
opportunity now to analyze and rethink
who we ·really are, what ideas we serve,
and what our core values are."

g
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Letters to tne etfitor
Responses to last Tuesdav's immigration debate with Jim Gi.lchrist and Mike Cutler
Observer Staff,
As a result of the College Republican's
lecture "Illegal Immigration is Ruining
America" and the heated discourse that
has occurred since, questions have arisen regarding the role of the Services
and Activities (S&A) Fees Committee in
funding such programming. As a member of the S&A Committee, I wanted to
take this opportunity to first express
disappointment at the disrespectful and
distasteful approach taken by Mr.
Gilchrist. Predictable or not, educative
o~ not, his behavior was unjustifiable
and unforgivable.
It was clear at our meeting last
Wednesday night that many students,
across the many different ideologies
represented, felt offended and/ or victimized by Mr. Gilchrist's behavior.
Furthermore, as part of the public
comment invited every week, the S&A
Committee opened its forum to individuals who wished to express their feelings about the event. The conversation
was attended by students, staff and faculty (including members of the College
Republicans, representatives from the
Genter for Excellence in Leadership,
the Diversity Education Center, the
Center for Student Empowerment, the
Civic Engagement Center and oth~rs).
Emotions ran high, but in the end, the
conversation was a noteworthy example of what should have happened at
the Gilchrist lecture.
Voices were heard, concerns and questions were expressed and an open dialogue began. Important lessons were
learned about freedom of speech, clarity of intent and honesty in representation and advertising.
The S&A Committee funds a broad
range of student activities and events,
including ASCWU-BOD, Club Senate,
the Diversity Education Center, Service Learning, the Center for Student
Empowerment, the Center for Excellence in Leadership, the Sarah Spurgeon Art Gallery, KCWU The 'Burg,
Marching Band, Homecoming, Intramural Sports, The Observer, the Equity and Services Council and many
more agencies that provide student
programming. As part of our funding
program, S&A has sponsored a wide
range of lectures and speaker series
through a variety of programming
agencies o~ campus. The Conservative
Lecture Series is just one of the many
programs that S&A sponsors. As such,
I wanted to respond to the ~oncerns of
the students and faculty regarding the
Gilchrist incident.
The S&A committee serves as a recommending body to the Board of
Trustees regarding the use of student
fee monies. In the absence of illegal
behavior and in the spirit
of free speech, the S&A
committee does not
have the authority to
censor
providers
nor to micro-manage their programming and
budgetary decisions. They do,
however,
reflect on
the
past
performances of
providers when
considering subsequent
budgets. The S&A committee has
urged the College Republicans to
demonstrate better management over
the events in their Conservative Lecture Series. I believe it is the goal of the
S&A committee to look to the future
·with an eye toward moving forward in
positive ways that will benefit the campus · community and the students of

cwu.

On behalf of the S&A committee, I
extend a welcome to all CWU community members to attend our public
meetings and I invite you to come and
see what S&A is all about.
Wendy Williams
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF PSYCHOWGY

Observer Staff,
As a CWU alum and Ellensburg resident, I am deeply disturbed and, frankly,
ashamed by last Tuesday's events.
Regarding the anti-illegal immigration
event, I have watched it on television
and spoken with over a dozen people
who were present. It seems that the
outcome of this event was the creation
of widespread unease and fear, worsening the campus climate. I know students who no longer feel safe nor
understand how it was allowed to escalate to the point where a student was
threatened with a firearm.
The administration has denied this, yet
from witnesses' accounts and my own
viewing, it's clear that a gun was used to
intimidate a student who asked a question. Students, staff and community
members were insulted, physically
threatened, and at least one student was
assaulted by the racist militia who
attended not to engage in a dialogue, but
to terrorize those who disagreed with
their v~triol or were of a different ethnic
background. Who is responsible for this
disgrace? Who is responsible for letting
the event get out of control and allowing a member of Gilchrist's entourage
to bring a concealed weapon to campus
and use it to intimidate_a student?
Though it was a College Republicans
event, those students are not solely
responsible. Their advisor, the S&A
Committee, the Board of Trustees and
the CWU police all bear some responsibility. All could have preve.n ted what
happened, and all must now take
responsibility for their actions and apologize to the student body and community.Student-led programs require support from faculty and staff: yet students
alone now bear the brunt of the outrage. Who else will step forward and
admit their role in this debacle? Who is
responsible for stifling students' free
speech and removing their sense of
safety?
This community deserves an answer,
and CWU deserves better.
Jen Ham
SOCIOWGY AND POLITICAL SCIENCE,
2007 ALUMNA

Observer Staff,
The College Democrats of Central
Washington University decided that we
needed to comment on last Tuesday's
presentation on illegal immigratiou.
We welcome all perspectives on this
issue, as this is a complicated and
important matter to our country that
must be discussed. Although
the College Republicans offered to
.involve
us in the
proceedings Tuesday night,
we declined,
given
their
choice of speaker. We would
have been glad to
have a reasoned,
balal')ced discussion
on the subject, but we
foresaw an impossibility of that occurring with Mr. Gilchrist.
We would like to commend the College
Republicans for their swift denouncement of their speaker Jim Gilchrist and
his insulting (and frequently nonsensical) rhetoric of intolerance. We hope
that we, as a school, can avoid such mis-

takes in the future. As Gilchrist stated
again and again, he is covered under his
First Amendment right to free speech,
however insulting that speech maybe.
While Mr. Gilchrist is correct that he is
entitled to voice his opinion, as a school
we are not required or obliged to give
him a forum in which to express that
speech. In his own way, though,
Gilchrist did educate this campus. We
have learned that we, as a school, can
swiftly unite to champion the cause of
diversity and understanding. We will
not judge a person on the color of their
skin, their level of income, their religious beliefs, their sexual preference, or
the nation from which they come to our
great land. That we, as a school, refuse
to simply listen to sound bites and
instead will listen to tht;, content of
what each person has to say. For that bit
of self-discovery, we would almost
thank Mr. Gilchrist for his speech.
Almost.
College Democrats

thought I might be able to absorb some
differing opinions on a complex and
emotional issue.
Unfortunately the night opened with
Mr. James Gilchrist, whose ability as a
public speaker was less than mediocre
and who had little to no actual ideas or
facts regarding the issue at hand. The
first half of the event denigrated to a
shouting match between Mr. Gilchrist
and a large majority of .the members of
the Diversity Center. As much as I
enjoyed the flirtatious repartee that
went on between the two, I felt that the
behavior exhibited on both sides was
immature and disrespectful. I assume
that the members of the Diversity Center are strong advocates for our First
Amend_ment rights, yet the members
that showed on Tuesday refused to be
respectful and allow Mr. Gilchrist to
speak. Although what he had to say was
often offensive and mostly an emotional
rant, I still came to hear what he had to
say whether or not I agreed with it; like
CENTRAL WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY
Voltaire says, "I may not agree with
what you say but I will defend to the
Observer Staff,
death your right to say it."
After attending the Immigration lecI feel like this enlightenment idea is
ture on Tuesday, Feb. 26, I felt unsure intrinsically connected to liberty and
about the sense of community that is freedom and, more specifically, the First
supposed to exist at Central Washing- Amendment. The Diversity Center
ton University. There was enough tenshowed a complete dission that I left feeling very uncomfortregard for this idea
able. I understand that the sharing
and behaved more
and discussion of opposing
tli\~'b like a mob than an
educated group of
ideas is important
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from the crowd and
Furthermore, I felt that the Diversity
disrespecting them.
Center's behavior during Mr. Mike
This was a completely
Cutler's presentation was outrageous.
inappropriate thing to
do. Whether or not I agree with the Mr. Cutler has been a civil servant for
opinions of the speaker doesn't matter,
this country for the majority of his life
but I am appalled at the manner in
and as imperfectly as he may have
which he delivered those opinions.
served this, he still served it for the betAlthough he did not point at me specifi- ter of society as a whole. Here you have
cally, I felt like he was targeting all stu- a man who lost half of his family in the
dents with a specific viewpoint, and try- Holocaust and the members of the
ing to prove his point with intimidation.
Diversity Center find it appropriate to
As a student, this made me feel uneasy fly a swastika high in the air. Regardless
and disrespected.
of the fact that the sign may have been
I would like to thank President Mcin- a swastika with a line through it, what
tyre and the ASCWU-BOD for the let- claims is the Diversity Center making?
ters they wrote in response to this
That a Jew in support of securing our
event. The responses were very well- boarders is a Nazi? This man was a
put, and it was reassuring to have the guest here at CWU and one of your
leaders of the university in agreement members proceeded to call him "dude"
that disrespectful behavior toward stu- and "dog." I feel that this is an inapprodents should not be tolerated on this priate way to address anyone and, in
campus. ·
particular, a public figure who came to
I appreciate having opposing view- CWU to share ideas and speak for our
points recognized 6~ campus, and I
student body.
I ·have so much more to say hut for the
hope that different ideas will continue
to be represented. I just hope that next sake of brevity I will simply close with
time, the ideas will be presented in a this: the students who represented the
non-threatening environment.
Diversity Center and CWU on TuesZosha Falteisek . day night not only embarrassed themSOPHOMORE, SPANISH EDUCATION
selves but the rest of the student body
as well. Their behavior was emblematic
Observer Staff,
of the many stereotypes of small town
I have always considered myself a lib- students in small town schools and I
eral democrat and a strong advocate of will say that I am disgusted and disapdiversity and specifically equal rights pointed in all of my fellow peers at
for members of the LGBT (Lesbian, CWU that actively particip~ted in such
Gay, Bisexual and Transgender) com- unruly behavior.
munity, having been adopted and raised
Brennen Lee
by a gay couple. Serving in the United
SOPHOMORE, LAW AND JUSTICE
States .Marine Corps, I have also always
been a strong advocate of increased Observer Staff,
national security. I love my country and
It is amazing how disrespectful these
my fellow Americans, but I am also a speakers were at the program. They
citizen of the world, as well as a citizen disgraced education by itself, because
of the United States. So I attended the they showed that even having PhDs
debate on Tuesday with an open mind; I
and being so educated does not do any

s

·

o

good for the community if you can't
respect other people's opinions. The
insulting, the naming calling, the video
taping, the false assumptions, the
stereotyping and the shouting ... it
was all very disrespectful and the speaker was not representing his perspective
in an educational manner. He singled
students out, argued with the students,
didn't listen to their questions, and also
called out on one of the leaders of the
Diversity Center, which is by far the
worse thing you can do. If you're going
to stand there and insult a figure that
represents diversity on campus, then
you obviously have gone nuts.
Anonymous
Vouchedfor by DjordJe Popovic
PROGRAM COORDINATOR,
DIVERSITY EDUCATION CENTER
Obs~rver Staff,

Last Tuesday, I witnessed the most
disgraceful program in my three years
:it CWU. What was spiced up as a
debate on immigration through misleading and offensive advertisement
turned into a verbal and physical
assault against CWU students.
While the First Amendment of the
U.S. Constitution gives us the freedom
of speech, it does not protect bias-motivated hate, slander and harassment. It
became apparent very soon that Mr.
Gilchrist came with just that as he
started off on fire calling students
idiots, dummies, degenerates, Nazis,
minorities, etc., in our own studentfunded building. I will not waste your
time recapping all shameful events of
Feb. 26. It saddens me that students
were discouraged and forcefully kept
from asking questions. The Q&A mic
was wrestled from them on a number of
occasions; one student had something
that looked like a gun flashed at her;
another was physically assaulted. As a
student, I believed the idea was to come
with an open mind and questions for
the participants. Instead, I was verbally
and physically intimidated. The intimidation of students reached a point to
where students asked on-duty officers
to escort them to their halls.
I believe something must be said
about CWU students for ~ghting ignorance with intelligence. Unfortunately,
the same intelligence that I commend
the students in attendance for having, I
just wish the College Republicans, their
advisor and sponsors would have had.
With this intelligence they would have
been able to foresee such a harmfol
event before if happened. With just a
little research it was easy to see the
methods and tactics that Mr. Gilchrist
was known for.
After everything, it is apparent that
the students of CWU paid over $8,000
to be assaulted! That, to me, seems
unfair and unethical. As this nightmare
is far from over, I would like to send
best wishes and luck to all students that
suffered through this event.
Domonique Meeks
JUNIOR, LAW AND JUSTICE/ SOC!OWGY

Letters policy
The Observer welcomes brief letters (300 words
or fewer) from reader.s of The Observer on current issues. Letters must include the author's full
name and Central Washington University affiliation: year and major for students, department
for faculty and staff or degree and year graduated for alumni. The Observer will not publish letters that respond to previous letters, unless they
offer meaningful additions to the topic. All letters become property of The Observer and may
be edited for length, style, spelling, grammar,
taste and potentially libelous elements. Letters
may be e-mailed to cwuobserver@gmail.com.
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' The editorial views expressed are those of the writers and are not
necessarily those of the newspaper staff at large, the student body,
the faculty or the administration and are certainly not to be
considered as official views of Central Washington University.

Observance

Another one down, one ,to go
The conclusion of another
quarter means a
change of editors
- and writers - for
The Observer. This
week's publication is my final
issue as editor-inMelanie
chief, and while
Lockhart
I'm sad in some
Editor-insenses, more than
Chief
anything I hand
over the reigns
with a smile.
Perhaps I'm slightly biased, but I feel
that we have accomplished a lot ai a
newspaper staff this quarter. It's a challenge to follow stories such as the unexpected retirement and resignations of
administration or credit card scandals . all of which have come up since January.
It's not always easy attending classes with,
and being graded by, the same people

who see your name attached to a news
article each week. That is especially true
when the topic covered is controversial.
Yet students from The Observer staff
have stepped up to the plate. They choose
to take this class for one to three credits,
despite it being a heavier work load than
most 300-plus level courses. Most do it
not because they have to, but because
they want to.
Our staff faces constant criticism, and
thankfully we receive praise on a regular
basis as well. Still, we have reporters who
return and editors who dedicate a large
majority of their life to this newspaper so
that you, the readers, can stay informed
about this university.
Not everyone agrees with everything
we write. In fact, some of our own staff
members don't always agree with what
we print. The reality is that we can't keep
everyone happy. No matter the reaction,
we continue to produce a paper each
week not only for our own benefit as writ-

ers,-but more so for the readers.
Our staff constantly strives to report on
and present what is important, and what
is of interest. Take last week's immigration
debate, for example. What started out as
an event - something that is typically
"simple" to cover - turned into a huge
interest piece due to the controversy that
surrounded the speaker and some audience members.
This week, we have dedicated a page
to various responses The Observer
received following the Feb. 26 debate.

The decision wasn't made based on some
hidden agenda we have against anyone.
Rather, it was obvious that our readers
had opinions about something, and many
wished to be heard. This makes it especially newsworthy in our eyes, and that's
what we try to communicate.
At The Observer we are all students,
and we are learning as we go. As such, we
accept and appreciate feedback - both
positive and negative - from our peers
and educators.
I'm not finished with college - not

yet. I still have one quarter left, and I plan
to stay involved with the newspaper. But
the time I've spent so far writing, editing
and designing layout for The Observer,
has been one of the most rewarding
experiences in my life. I attribute a lot of
that to the readers, and the rest of it to the
people who I have had the privilege to
work with. I am proud of what we have
accomplished so far this year, and while I
may be handing this position over to
someone else, I am confident that there is
more to come.

News tips? Letters to the editor? E-mail The Observer
at our new e-mail,cwuobserver@gmail.com

The Observer Opinion Forum
Designed to generate discussion and encourage
reader interaction with The Observer.
Question: What do you think of Central's alcohol policy?
Please e-mail your answers along with your year and major to
The Observer's e-mail at: cwuobserver@gmail.com

A republic at last
The
name
Kosovo
likely
means very little
to the majority of
students at Central.
After all,
most of us were
only
children
when the Serbian
Matthew
committed atrociHartmann
ties during the
course of the Staff reporter
1990s. For those
who don't know yet of what occurred,
here is the basic story. With the fall of
the S.oviet Union in 1991, Yugoslavia
was thrust into turmoil when the people
in both Bosnia and Kosovo wanted to
break away and become independent
democratic republics. In an attempt to
consolidate power and keep order, the
Yugoslavian president at the time, Slobodan Milosevic, decided to crack
down on dissidents to his rule over
what is now the Republic of BosniaHerzegovina, the former Yugoslav
Republic of Macedonia, and the Republic of Kosovo respectively.
This crackdown quickly turned into
the systematic destruction of the Albanian people in Kosovo that went unpunished for years until NATO finally
stepped in to save a beleaguered people. By the time Kosovo had been
saved, thousands of ethnic Albanians
had been murdered by the Serbs.
As a Jewish person whose family
was murdered by the Nazis in Ukraine
during World War II, I understand and
sympathize with the plight of the people of Kosovo. This was caused by a
bloodthirsty military campaign aimed
at ethnically cleansing a region of a
particular group of people. Because
the Serbs carried out such horrific
actions, the people in Kosovo are justi-

fied in establishing the Republic of
Kosovo. This action occurred a couple
of weeks ago, much to the pleasure of
the Kosovars and the dismay of the
Serbs and Russians.
The Russian Federation quickly
denounced the move and backed Serbian claims to the region in a sign of
Cold War-style politics. This meticulous maneuver is a clear sign that Russia wanted to be taken seriously on the
world stage as a major power once
more, which is potentially dangerous,
given the history of that country.
The United States needs to pay
careful attention to the situation and
realize that old habits die hard, especiatly when a country is led by an exKGB officer.
As college students, there is not
much that we can do personally about
this issue, but it is very important to
become educated so that there is a
well-balanced understanding of the
facts on the ground. We must all realize that we don't live in a bubble and
that what happens in one part of the
world affects the whole world.
Whether anyone likes it or not, the
world is getting smaller and, given past
experiences in the Balkans, it wouldn't
take much to set off another major war
that we could easily get drawn into.
My concluding remarks are ones
that I hope are heeded. What happened in Kosovo was one genocide on
a list of many others. What we saw in
Kosovo was also seen in the Holocaust,
Rwanda and present-day Sudan.
Open your eyes, fellow citizens of
the world. Realize that the saying of
"never again" only applies until, and
only until, no one cares anymore. The
independence of Kosovo is a rare case
of justice for a people who have been
massacred.
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roffs on
by Stephanie Oberlander
Copy editor
While students are cramming for
finals and packing their bags, permanent Ellensburg residents prepare to
breathe easy. Between March 14 and
March 24, many Central students will
clear out of Ellensburg for spring break
destinations that range from the exotic
to the mundane.
Kyle King, sophomore English
major, will be traveling to Palm Springs
during his spring break, and although
the purpose of his trip will be to visit his
grandfather, he admits that there is more
than one reason to go.
"There are some perks to it," King
said. King elaborated that the warmer
climate in Palm Springs was an enticing
factor: "Even though it's starting to get
sunny here, it'll be warmer there."
While expensive vacations are
tempting, many Central students are
opting to visit their parents or work during their much-needed break. Kayla
Carney, junior education major, will be
going home to Port Orchard.
"I don't think a lot of us can afford to
do a whole lot, but I think seniors realize that their travel opportunities are
almost up," Carney said. "Once you
have a career,- you can't just take two
weeks off."
Stephanie Sype, sophomore fashion
merchandising and journalism major,
will be spending part of her break at her
parents' house to save money to study
abroad in France. For her, there are
advantages to spending the break at
home.
"Every time I go home [my parents]
give me money and fill up my gas tank,"
Sype said.
As students prepare to leave Ellensburg, businesses and local residents
have mixed reactions. For Tony Contarino, owner of Lilly's Cantina, spring
break means a slowdown for his business, as he estimates close to 70 percent
of Lilly's revenue comes from college
students.
"It will affect our revenue," Contarino said. "We may have to cut back on
staffing, but we won't be ch9nging our
hours. We might try to put on some special events."
Some sources predict that the sharp
decrease in college students might
inspire more local residents to hit the
town.
"Locals may come out more," Contarino said. " ... I think they may be
overwhelmed by the sheer number of
college students."
New Ellensburg resident Kim Jellison said she would be more likely to go
out to restaurants and other popular
places during breaks than during the
regular academic session. However, .
she still appreciates the presence of college students most of the time.
"[Spring break] will probably be like
it was over the summer: it was quiet,"
Jellison said. "Having students here
makes me feel younger; it makes the
town seem like it's alive."
The Ellensburg Police Department
will not be making any changes in
patrols during spring break; however,

SEE SPRING BREAK PAGE 14
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Nicholas, Climb On and Wall Crawlers participant, practices his techniques with three other peers at the Recreation Center climbing wall.

Children climb to great heights
by Allie Mathis
Staff reporter

Central's Recreation Center programs Climb On and Wall Crawlers
are giving the children in the
Ellensburg community the opportunity to learn climbing techniques
every week, in a fun and safe environment.
Climb On and Wall Crawlers
are climbing training programs for
children ages 9 to 15 years old.
During these two-hour classes, students can practice climbing skills
from experienced instructors, and
go on outdoor field trips during the
fall and spring seasons.
"Climb On and Wall Crawlers

· gives kids from the area a chance
to come in and learn how to rock
climb," Wall Crawlers instructor
Craig Gyselinck said. "It's a good
. skill for them to have."
Wall Crawlers, which is geared
toward beginning climbers, teaches
basic rock climbing instruction and
meets every Friday from 3 :30 to
5:30 p.m. Climb On is recommended for children who are more familiar with the sport and meet on Fridays from 5:30 to 7:30. Both eightweek courses meet at the Central
Recreation Center rock climbing
wall and cost $75 for members and
$95 for non-members.
Each class has three instructors
to ensure that each student gets

equal attention and help. Instructors also offer encouragement and
give certificates of congratulations
at the end of each quarter.
"These programs are positive
because the kids can be around
people who Iike to do the same
things as them," Climb On instructor Denise Soderburg said. "It also
cha Ilenges them mentally and
physically, and gives them a fun
type of exercise."
The instructors of these classes
agree that not only is rock climbing
a good form of exercise, but it is
something these children can enjoy
for the rest of their lives.
"Rock climbing is a lifelong
sport," said Drew Brian, who works

for Outdoor Pursuits and Rentals.
Many enthusiasts start at a
young age, but continue the hobby
into their adult life. This program
gives youngsters the chance to do
so as well.
"I started rock climbing when I
was a little kid and still enjoy doing
it," Craig Gyselinc said. "You often
grow out of other sports, but climbing you can do your entire life."

For more information on
Climb On and Wall Crawlers
classes, visit the CWU Recreation Center desk or call them at
963-3512.

New student clubs form on campus
by Donna Buse
Staff reporter

At Central there's more for students
to do than just study. There are over 120
recognized clubs on campus. The only
requirement to join is to be enrolled in
one credit or more at Central Washington University. Right now, freshman
criminal justice major Kelsey Meyer is
in the process of adding one more: an
officially recognized belly dance club.
"I wanted to start this club because
there isn't one and I think a lot of girls
would really enjoy it," Meyer said.
So far, 15 girls have called Meyer
about the belly dancing club. Meyer
plans to teach the fundamentals of
Egyptian-style belly dancing for people
of all levels. She has been with Rishi's
Egypt, a belly dancing company, for
three years now and has been belly
dancing for three and a half years.
Belly dancing can be traced back
over 6,000 years. Historical evidence
links fertility dance rituals to modern
belly dancing. The hip movements,
muscular contractions and spasms
show strong connections to a woman's
body during labor and delivery. Belly
dancing spread from Mesopotamia to
North Africa, Rome, Spain and Italy.
Gypsies are thought to be responsible
for the spread of belly dancing.
"It teaches you to use muscles you
never really use or thought you had,"

Meyer said.
One of the challenges Meyer
faced in creating a club was finding a
suitable advisor.
"Usually a few clubs have a hard
time finding an advisor," Dan Sweeney,
ASCWU-BOD vice president for clubs
and organizations said. "It's because it
tends to be non-academic related. It
takes some time to ask around."
The Board of Directors officially
recognizes clubs on campus. All
Meyer needs to do is go to scheduling, pick a time and place for classes
and obtain an advisor's and John
Drinkwater's signatures. Then the
Board of Directors can officially recognize the belly dancing club.
Another new club on campus is the
Wildcat Truth Forum. It's a politically
oriented group looking to involve people in politics.
Full Frame, a photography club on
campus, has been around for a year, but
it's just now getting off the ground.
"Last year there wasn't many
members," Sean Smith, Full Frame
president, said. "So it was easier to
have the club in development. We
did get to go to the Seattle Art Walk
and sponsor a club member to go to a
photo conference in Florida."
Now, Photo Frame has 1O members
and meets every Tuesday in Randall 208
at 6 p.m. On March 6 they are planning a trip to Seattle Art Walk to attend

several art galleries.
"There's been talk of bringing in
guest artists to teach different photography techniques and workshops,"
Smith said.
The purpose of the club is to have an
extracurricular way to show and do art.
"There's something so magic over
developing prints where you have
complete control over the outcome,"
Smith said. "It's a very raw process,
almost unearthly."
During spring quarter, Full Frame
hopes to do a fundraiser in order to bring
in a guest artist and attend a photo conference in Spokane, where Central students are able to showcase their work.
At the beginning of every year, all
clubs on campus have to reapply for
recognition.
"It's a way to recheck [that) there's at
least five students in your club,"

Sweeney said. "Turnover is so high
because people are graduating."
But, according to Sweeney, starting
a club is a really rewarding experience
and good resume builder.
10 recently recognized
student clubs of CWU
• Wake Board Club
• Central Theatrical
Fighting Arts
• Lambda Pi Eta
• Full Frame Photo
• Student Washington
Educators Association
• African Student
Association
• Alpha Lambda Delta
• Men's Rugby
• Namakemono Anime Club
• Water Polo Club
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The Cat in the Hat, played by Sondra Soderberg, showed up to read to children and visitors from Dr. Suess' books.

Red and ~WDQCB stripes
on tall cat-like tvpes
silence in the cluster of children. There
were certain qualifications to be the
Cat.
At the bookstore last weekend, for a
"There was a sign that said, 'Anyone
great writer's birthday, some children who's perky needs to be the Cat in the
played pretend in a Seussical kind of Hat,"' said Sondra Soderberg, sophomore music education and French douway.
Last Saturday, the Civic Engagement ble major, who played the Cat.
Center (CEC) paired up with the WildNear the end of the celebration, the
cat Shop to celebrate Dr. Seuss' 104th Cat and children played Simon Says.
birthday with crafts, cake and book One of the bookstore employees acted
readings. This is the second year they as Simon. Before she began, Soderberg
have joined forces for his birthday.
mentioned that she had one concern
"We're hoping to make it a tradition · about the game.
and work with the bookstore more,"
"I don't know how well my hat will
said Michelle Smith, junior elementary hold up," Soderberg said.
and early childhood education double
Another activity provided by CEC
major and employee at the CEC.
was face painting. Two students conSmith was a coordinator for-"Sled tacted the CEC to volunteer and paintinto a Good Book," an event aimed at ed cat faces on most of the children
creating an appreciation of books there. One volunteer said he was only
among children. She said the Dr. Seuss there for his Health Education 230
celebration was something of a big class, but the other was in it for more.
"I wanted to play with [the] chilfinale for that event.
The Cat in the Hat was present, dren," said Lillian Yang, graduate stureading and taking pictures with chil- dent in the music department. "We
dren. The books that were read were [are] having fun here."
Seuss fashion dominated the event.
"Cat in the Hat," "One Fish Two Fish
Red Fish Blue Fish" and "Horton Hears Student volunteers wore white shirts
a Who!" During story time, there was with ties in Cat in the Hat shapes while
by Chloe' Robbins
Copy Desk Chief

Photos courtesy of Civic Engagement Center

Lillian Yang, graduate student, paints the faces of children at the celebration.
Cake was served to the children and other games were played during the event.
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helping children craft hats out of paper
plates and construction paper.
Reactions among the children were
mixed. Vicki Rossi, a community member who saw a flyer at the cable building, said her granddaughters seemed to
enjoy the event.
"They like books," Rossi said.
However, Debbie Allemand, a Central alumna who saw a flyer at
Jenikka's, said her daughter was frightened by the Cat, but had fun making
her own hat.
According to Maria Aragon, senior
nutrition major and student assistant for
the bookstore, last year's birthday celebration was headed by Lorrie Anderson, the merchandise and operations
manager at the Wildcat Shop.
Aragon, along with her manager,
was responsible for providing a reader,
books and refreshments for the event,
while the CEC was in charge of volunteers and advertisements. She said the
cake has been paid for by the alumni
association both years.
Later this month, "Horton Hears a
Who!" will be released in theaters, and
feature the voices of Jim Carrey and
Steve Carel I.
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'The ·11chemist' is pure uold
"The
Alchemist" by
Paulo Coelho is
the story of a
boy who travels
the world in
search of himself and his
purpose in life:
Ila
Santiago is a
Dickenson
young man of
Staff
about 17. He
reporter
spends his days
walK.ing
.
through southern Spain as a shepherd. On a quest to find a treasure he's dreamed about, he learns
about omens and personal treasures. Santiago travels to Africa
where he gets robbed, saves a village and crosses the desert to find
a hidden treasure.
Throughout his journeys, Santiago learns incredible life lessons
that make "The Alchemist" full of
wisdom and a valuable ·read for
anyone looking to better him or
herself and accomplish great
things.
This book teaches its readers
to live in the present but to never
forget about their dreams.

simple style and is a quick, easy
read of fewer than 200 pages. It
reminds me of a grown-up vNsion
of the fables I heard and read as a
kid. Because of that, it's not the
kind of book I would usually pick
up.
"Tile Alchemist" opened my
eyes to a new world. Having never been to the desert myself, I got
to experience a new culture and
environment through Santiago's
journey to self-actualization.
The novel uses nature, religion, love, war and friendship to
paint a picture of life that is so
full of hope and optimism that I
couldn't help but feel Iike I could
change the world, find my true
Scanned Image
love and actually finish my homework and studying.
Near the. beginning of the story
I strongly recommend that all
when Santiago is meditating on of you find a friend with this book
his life as a shepherd, he says life . or, even better, pick up a copy
shou Id be taken one day at a from the bookstore next week
time.
while you're selling back your
"When each day is the same as books. Then find a pretty and quithe next, it's because people fail et place and take an entire afterto recognize the good things that noon to read "The Alchemist." I
happen in their lives every day promise that you'll find yourself
that the sun rises," Santiago says.
inspired to make every day the
"The Alchemist" is written in a very best that it can be.

Aiour.nev of redemption
by Kayla Schroader
Staff reporter .

Wrapping up "Thursdays in Black,"
the Wildcat Wellness Center presented
"Searching for Angela Shelton," and, in
the process, brought several audience
members to tears.
Actress, writer1 model, dancer,
comedian, director and producer
Amgela Shelton grew up in a sexually
albusive home, but has managed to
overcome 'her dark past and become
the successful entrepreneur she is
today. While the journey to healing was
not an easy one, Shelton produced an
emotional documentary and has dedicated herself to helping other women
learn how to break away from being a
victim and instead become a "goddess."
"Women and men are sexually
assaulted every day," Stephen Glover,
junior . paramedic major, said. "The
movie helps people realize the effects
[s~xual violence has] on others. [Shel-

ton] advocated that as hard as it may
be, it's beneficial to tell your story."
A~ a part of her film, Shelton ·drove
across the United States over the course
of 57 days and interviewed 40 of 76
other women named Angela· Shelto.n. In
doing so, Shelton discovered that 24 of
the women interviewed had also been
victims of sexual abuse. The documentary includes both a compilation of
interviews from these women, as well .
as Shelton's personal journey to self-discovery.
In an attempt to bring sexual assault
awareness to Central's campus during
the month of February, the Wellness
Center hosted "Thursdays in Black." The
event was part of a 20-year-old international movement against rape and violence. For the fin.al "Black Thursday"
event, students attended a free showing
of Shelton's documentary in the Student
Union Building Theatre. To encourage
Central students in their own self-dis- ·
covery, a video camera was awarded as
a raffle prize.

"It's good to see that women [who
have experienced sexual abuse] are facing their issues, standing out there and
moving past it," said Caitlin Caffall, senior elementary education major and raffle prize winner. "I think it is important
for us, as a generation, to be aware of
this as a societal and cultural issue, and
to do what we can to prevent it."
According to Andrea Easlick, health
educator for the Wildcat Wellness Center, the film drew a crowd of approximately 85 audience members.
"When providing any event touching on sexual violence, it is hard to get
a good turnout," Easlick said. "It is a
sensitive topic that is not easy tb talk
about but it is so important to come out
and learn more about it."

cwu Dancecats
take on HollMOOd
Wednesdays, with some Friday practices and are held between 7 to 9
a.fll. on the dance studio located on
Just a week after the Academy the second floor of the Recreation
Awards, the Central Washington Center.
DanceCats took to the Kodak Theatre
The DanceCats perform during
in Hollywood to compete with 3,500 football season, with live music perother dancers. There were 65 differ- formed by the marching band doing
ent teams, only four of which were porn routines. They also perform dur- .
ing the halftime at the basketball .
college dance teams.
"We were the Universal Dance games to hip-hop and jazz. They
Association West Coast Champi- compete during wif1ter quarter and
onship champions in our college have a spring showcase to help raise
division receiving first place and a . money for the team. The showcase
huge trophy that we are going to try ·includes ballets, hip-hop, jazz and
and have put on display," said lyrical. This year they plan to join
Samantha Entz, one of the captains of with the CWU color guard for the
the DanceCats.
spring showcase.
The Central Washington Dance"I have seen them at football
Cats competed in California against games a couple of times and it's fun
Cal State Dominguez Hills, South to watch them," Amanda Trelstad,
Dakota University and Fullerton Col- senior information technology major,
lege. A total of 13 dancers went to said. ~'They have a lot of energy and
Hollywood and 11 of them actually they are very entertaining."
competed in the competition.
The captains of tbe DanceCats
"No one can explain the stress are Samantha Entz and Laqwayshia
that we had and the hard work that Crutchfield, with Megan Caitlin Wolwe all put in to get there, but when laston and Megan Murray as lieuthe Iights were on and the rush of tenants.
performing earned us first place, it
was all worth it," Samantha Entz, junior theater education major said.
The team is a sports club, but
operates as a team. 1uditions are
open to all students and no previous
experience is required. The DanceCats' practices are on Mondays and

by Mahsa Jafari
Staff reporter
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Professor Nikolas Caoile, Director of Orchestras, leads the symphony orchestra through their practice session last fall, held in the Music Hall.
I

cwu svm1-honic orchestra_to perform Sundav
Roy, graduate student in orchestral
conducting and assistant orchestra
conductor will lead.
The music created from the strum
"This is a really good piece and
of a string, the beat on a drum and challenging for the orchestra, as well
the air blown through a twisted piece as a good learning experience for me,
of metal· has entranced its audiences because I have to be able to work
throughout history as the sounds wel I with the orchestra and keep
make their way into the ears of those good tempo," Roy said .
listening.
"Overture to Candide" is a piece
Most people are limited to experi- that was written after the premiere ·of
encing this music through their sound "Candide," a broadway show written
systems at home, but Central students by Bernstein . in 1956, based off
and Ellensburg residents will get the Voltaire's novel by the same name.
chance to hear it live at the CWU
"Candide had a beautiful wife and
Symphonic Orchestra Concert.
horrible things begin to happen to
At 4 p.m . on March 9 in the con- him," Roy said . "He keeps trying to
cert hall of the Music Building, the find reasons for the things that hapCentral orchestra will perform the pen, ,but can't."
pieces "Overture to Candide" by
The second piece, "Concerto for
Leonard Bernstein, "Concerto for · Cello and Orchestra," will feature
Cello and Orchestra" by Antonin John Michel, professor of cello.
Dvorak and "Pines of Rome" by
"John is doing a great job with the
Ottorino Respighi.
piece and is one of the greatest cel"[The CWU Symphonic Orchestra lists in the region, and he is on faculConcert] is a quarterly event with a ty at our school," Caoile said.
different repertoire each quarter,".
The piece Michel performs will be
Nikolas Caoile, directar of orches- in honor of Mstislav Rostropovich,
tras, said.
who passed away this past year.
The event will open up with
"Mr. Rostropovich popularized
"Overture to Candide," which Kim the cello upon coming to America
by Brooke Mortensen
Staff reporter

from Russia and was considered the
greatest cellist of the twentieth century," Michel said. "His playing has
always inspired me."
"Concerto for Cello and Orchestra," composed by Antonin Dvorak,
features an ending that reflects· on the
first tw·o movements of the piece as
Dvorak mourns the death of an early
love that he had .
"This piece is written in a romantic style and utilizes the power of the
brass and colors of the solo winds to
great effect," Michel said~ "Uni ike
many concertos that merely showcase the technical prowess of the
soloist, this one possesses profound
musical depth and is a highly expressive and sentimental work, communicating a wide range of human emotions, particularly of the more noble
and beautiful variety."
The concert wi 11 wrap up with
"Pines of Rome," which was featured
in "Fantasia 2000."
"The Pines of Rome is an amazing
piece that includes off-stage brass
and is a gradual crescendo from
beginning to end," Caoile said. "The
last moments will be extremely
loud."

Director goes to town the
civic-engagement wav
by Tiffany Stark
Staff reporter

The Civic Engagement Center is a ,
place for stud~nts to serve the campus
and community in a variety of ways.
Lorinda Anderson, director of civic
engagement, helps make this possible.
Anderson helps keep the students
focused on the importance of service
learning and civic engagement. As the
program director for ten years, she
believes in the need to serve.
"Individuals can achieve the desire
Pete Los/Observer
to serve in many ways, locally or globally, througn the engagement center," Lorinda Anderson, director of
the Civic Engagement Center
Anderson said.
Anderson grew up in Wisconsin and
Having been a member of Ameriwas drawn to the Northwest for the skiing. She attended Central where she Corps for a year, Anderson's desire has
explored her area of passion, Science. always been in serving others. Her
Anderson received degrees in geogra- interests involved preventative mediphy and natural resource management cine and environmental illness.
The Civic Engagement Center is
as well as minors in geology and bioloconstructed to utilize students as profesgy.
"I am stuck in the vortex of Ellens- sionals. The goal ohhe center is to
burg," Anderson said. "I feel I can encourage students' awareness of
strengthen my values and grow as an important issues and provide activities
that motivate them to serve the ca.mpus
individual in this environment."

and community.
"Working at the Don and Verna
Duncan Civic Engagement Center has
helped me grow in so many ways," said
Amanda Lang, senior communication
studies major. "One person who has
helped me grow within this center as
well as inspire me to do all I can is
Lorinda Anderson. She is a lively, positive and wonderful person who loves
. helping the world and inspires all
around to do the same."
Anderson invites everyone to look
at the website or visit their office. There
are activities to appeal to all interests
and levels of commitment. There are
also different degrees to which students
can become civically engaged.
Whether you just want to volunteer or
want to participate in a capstone project, there is something for everyone.
"By volunteering, it not only benefits
the community, but you as a professional as well," Anderson said.
A concern for the engagement center is enhancing student and community awareness of these opportunities and
just how beneficial it can be to get
involved. ·

Ma ay a Lee/O server

Benjamin Leslee practices with other CWU Orchestra Students.

SPRING BREAK: Students leave
Ellensburg, making space for residents
continued from page 70
_ Captain Ross Green has considered
the cha I Ienges that the department
will· need to address.
"We get fewer noise complaints,
party calls and traffic problems,"
Green said. "It's a fact of life. When
you have so many cars on the street,
and you take away a large percent~
age of those cars, fewer accidents
happen."
While some problems may be
less apparent with a drop in the student population, others become
more evident, Green said.
"One concern we have is that
when a lot of students leave to go to
the west side . .. we can get an
increase in residential burglaries,"
Green said. "Most crimes are
crimes of opportunity. If a criminal
knows all of the people on one
street will be gone for the week, it
becomes a more inviting target."
While students are advised to
be careful during spring break,
regardless of where they spend it,
the week-long vacation will likely

''Having studerits
here makes me feel
younger; it makes
the town seem like
tt
. 's al'1ve. ''
KIM )ELLISON'
ELLENSBURG RESIDENT

be welcomed by students and residents alike. Niki Mathews, junior
graphic design major, summed up
the sentiments of many in Ellensburg.
"For students, we look forward
to not have any homework, and to
be able to see family and friends,"
Mathews said. "On the other hand,
I imagine it'll be nice for local residents to be able to reclaim some of
their town while we're gone."
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Wildcat bats come alive
Sports Guy talks about
plight of Sonics

Softball finally gets first
W of the year in Richland

Baseball wins seven of last eight and sweeps four-game homestand
by Ryan Larsen
Staff reporter

Going into last weekend's six-game
series in three days, Central hoped to
extend their three-game winning streak. To
begin the weekend last Friday, the Wildcats
went on the road to face Saint Martin's University. The Wildcats were scheduled to .
play two games but weather limited play to
one.
In the first game
against the Saints,
senior pitcher Tyler
Levin got the go
ahead to start. Cen-tra I looked strong
in the opener, scoring four runs in the
first four innings.
But in the fifth, the
Nate
Wildcat defense's
Rylaarsdam
luck ran out as they
First
gave up four runs,
Baseman
starting on an error
by Levin that
opened the scoring frenzy.
After two scoreless innings, time was
running out for the Wildcats as they had
two outs with the bases empty. Sophomore
outfielder Joshua Murillo came up to bat
and hit a single that sparked a two-hit onerun inning fo take the lead. After the hit,
senior infielder Dane Riner drew a walk
and senior shortstop Jamie Nilsen singled,
scoring Murillo on a throwing error.
Going into the eighth, freshman Jake
Millbauer took the hill in place of Levin
after' the leadoff man singled. After giving
up a hit and walking a batter, Millbauer
loaded the bases with no outs. He forced a
double play, scoring one, and got out of the
inning on a grounder to short.
With the game tied once again, Central
had to dig deep to regain the lead. The
Wildcats had an opportunity to take the
lead with sophomore second baseman
Kevin Walkenhauer on second with one
out, but the Saints' pitching staff proved to
be too strong as they struck out junior
infielder Frank Donangelo and forced senior first baseman Nate Rylaarsdam to
ground out.
The Saints won it in the bottom of the
ninth, as outfielder doubled in the final run,
ending the game 5-6
"Basically we gave it to them on mistake$," head coach Desi Storey said. "We
let that one get away."
After a disappointing loss to SMU, the
Wildcats headed back home to host four
games with a rematch against the Saints
and Whitman College.
Last Saturday afternoon, Central picked
up where they left off against SMU as they
engaged themselves in another slobberknocker of a game that would come down
to the very last at-bat for the Wildcats to win.
"We had to come out with our backs
against the wall and go out and win,"
Rylaarsdam said.
The Wildcats started the game with
Rylaarsdam hitting a three-run home run to
get the scoring started.
With a three-run lead, Central looked to
be the victors for the day. After four innings,
Central was up 3-1 but the Saints scored
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three in the fifth to take the lead, 4-3.
Trailing by one, the Wildcats turned up
the offense and scored two runs on two
sacrifice flies by junior outfielder AJ Gosney and senior infielder Dean Tomlinson.
The Saints, who weren't about to give up,
scored three more in the next inning.
With Central trailing by two in the sixth,
Rylaarsdam hit his second home run of the
game to get within one.
"They were throwing the pitches where I
liked them and the wind was blowing, which
helped carry them out" Rylaarsdam said.
Going into the top of the ninth, the
Saints led 10-8. Junior pitcher Derek Shoemaker needed to close the door on the
Saints to give the offense a fighting chance
to stage a comeback.
After back-to-back singles by junior
catcher Andrew Snowdon and Riner,
Nilsen brought them both home on a double to right to tie the game. In the game's
last at-bat, Gosney, doubled to right to
score Nilsen and win the game.
Shoemaker got the win for the Wildcats
in relief for his second win of the year. With
the win over SMU, the Wildcats improved
to 4-8 for the season and 1-1 in Great Northwest Athletic Conference (GNAC) play.
With the dramatic win in game one,
Central geared up for one more to cap off
the day. Sophomore Michael McCanna got
the nod to start game two. The Saints kept
putting on the pressure against Wildcat
pitching as they scored three to open the
game.

SEE BASEBALL PAGE 17

Above: Senior first baseman Nate Rylaarsdam looks to connect on a
pitch during a ga:me against Corban College last Saturday.
Below: Senior right-hander Tyler Levin follows through with a pitch as
part of a nine strikeout performance against the Warriors.

After a 9-0 start, the Central Washington Wildcats had big dreams for the
upcoming season.
Unfortunately, the dreams soon
turned into nightmares as soon as Great
Northwest Athletic Conference (GNAC)
play began. The team has only won four
games in conference action and is quickly losing ground in the playoff hunt that
seemed a sure
thing at the start
of the season.
The Wildcats
began their twogame tour of
Alaska at the
Division II Western Region number four, AlaskaKristina
Anchorage,
Klapperich
where the team
Forward
desperately needed a win to keep
their playoff hopes alive.
Anchorage took control early and
dominated from start to finish. The Wildcats' only lead of the game came three
minutes into the half when they went up
4-2. The Seawolves then went on a 23-3
scoring run, bringing the score to 33-12
with 4:27 to play. The half ended with a
17-point Central deficit and a score of
37-20.
The Wildcats were not able to make
it to the free throw line at all during the
half while Anchorage went 11-for-14
from the line with center Rebecca
Kielpinski adding 6-for-8 for the Seawolves.
Anchorage came out of the locker
room and maintained the control they
had in the first half. Central was never
able to come within more than 19-points
for the remainder of the half. The Seawolves' largest lead of the half came
with just over three minutes to play when
the deficit reached 38 and a score of 8143. The Wildcats were only able to close
the gap to 32 before time ran out with a
score of 85-53.
Senior forward Kristina Klapperich
was the only Wildcat to score in doublefigures, bringing in 11.
The Seawolves had four players scoring in double-digits. Guard Kalhie
Quinones led Anchorage with 15, forward Ruby Williams and guard Elisha
Harris added 12. Kielpinski closed out
the group scoring 10, all of those points
coming from the free throw line.

SEE TUMBLE PAGE 18
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The Sports Guy's Big Mouth:

ESPN.com columnist belps aid effort to save Sonics
It seemed as
though for one
weekend,
the
entire nation - if
not the majority
of the globe became a Seattle
Supersonics fan .
I'm sure that
by th is point Frank Stanley
everyone
has
Sports guy
hea~d the story:
Sonics owner Clay Bennett bo.ught
the team from a disgruntled
Howard Schultz after the team wasn't really seeing success, and now
Bennett is in the efforts to move the
team to Oklahoma City if, and only
if, Seattle taxpayers aren't willing
to shell out $500 million for a new
NBA arena.
The only thing keeping the team
from packing the faci Ii ties up right
now is the current team's lease to
keep them here until 2010.
Regardless, the NBA Commissioner David Stern has done everything he can to shove Seattle out the
door, saying if basketball leaves our
city, it won't return. It also turns out
that the ma.n usually in charge of
making sure this stuff doesn't happen, is close friends with Bennett.
ESPN.com columnist Bill Simmons, for his weekly mai Ibag column, reached out to Sonics fans,
asking them to voice their opinions
a-nd feelings on the team's current
situation and their inevitable packing and moving to Oklahoma City,
thanks to a greedy cast of the thief
(Bennett), the crybaby (Schultz) and

the corrupt leader (Stern) .
In 24 hours, Simmons received
more than 3,000 e-mails. Another
2,500 were sent in after the first set
was published. In all, more than
40,000 words from people acro ss
Washington State, New York, Flori-.
da, Alaska, Canada, Mexico and
even places like Saudi Arabia, Thailand, Sweden, South Africa and
Australia all voiced their disgust
of the situation and their sy mpathy for the Seattle faithful.
In all, it was the
longest piece he's ever
submitted.
Thousands of people al I arguing the
same point, no dissent.
As Simmons simply put
it, 11 There is only one
side. An NBA team is
getting hijacked and
there's no way of sugarcoating it, defending
it or justifying it."
Before I continue, there's a
few. things about the situation that
everyone should know: first, Seattle, the 14th largest market in the
NBA, would lose a team to Oklahoma City, the 45th largest market.
Second, the $500 mi Ilion
demand on a new Seattle facility
would be more than the cost of
Safeco Field and Qwest Field combined; while Oklahoma City's Ford
Center wou Id only require a $210
million makeover.
Finally, let's take a look at . the
whole finance "scandal" that not
only threatens the Sonics, but the

whole of the NBA: a team owner
threatens to move the team if the
local taxpayers refuse to provide
funds to renovate .or rebuild an arena or stadium. Pardon me, but isn't
that extortion? If this happened to
the Sonics, what is to say this won't
happen to smaller markets?

Now that you've read the setup
to this point, you can pretty much
guess how I feel on the whole situation. This isn't a matter of the team,
basketball or even terrible owners.
This is about tradition. Forty-one
years of tradition that we're watching get stripped away from us without remorse or regret.

I, myself, am not a real basket- tie franchise (apologies to the 2004
bal I fan, but some of my best memo- Seattle Storm and the 1919 Seattle
ries came during the 1996 NBA Metropolitans, but you don't count) .
Forty-one years, a national title,
Finals, with Seattle against Michael
Jordan and the Chicago Bulls. My a thriving market with superstar-infamily had to rearrange our entire the-works Kevin Durant and a
house just so we could move our TV stacked draft to accommodate some
into the dining room and watch the of the loudest fans in the NBA.
game during dinner.
All this and Stern is saying we
Though I was only 11 years are not a basketball city?
old, I learned all of my knowlAs I sifted through the e-mails, r
edge on basketbal I from watch- couldn't help but feel the same that
ing Gary Payton and most of the fans were expressing.
Shawn Kemp. The first Some were honestly driven to tears.
piece of sports memo- Some posted their fondest memorabilia I owned was a ries. Most, however, could do nothDetl ef Sch rempfT-shi rt. ing more than vent their anger.
My first memory of
I feel for all three; to take somebeing starstruck came thing so dear to you, something that
when I stood next to has been here for all of these years,
player and former it's truly heartbreaking.
coach Nate McMillan
While I cannot hate Bennett or
every Tuesday and Stern for what they do (hey, it's
Thursday - his son and business), I can definitely hate them
my brother were on the as people.
same pee-wee footbal I team.
People so bl ind as to what's
But honestly, the biggest reason going on around them; so deaf as to
why I loved watching Sonics not hear what others are saying, and
games was the downright' amazing so ignorant of the thoughts and feelvoice of the team, Kevin Calabro.
ings of a deep, driven fan base.
The consensus - of people · said
My dad grew up with most of the
people who mailed Simmons. They · that if and when the Sonics move,
recalled memories of some other they will never watch another NBA
greats, including Jack Si km a, g(}me again. Suffice it to say, I'm far
"Downtown"
Freddy
Brown, ahead of them.
But, at the same time, I will be
Spencer H:::ywood, Paul Silas and
Lenny Wilkens. Most of all, they among the front of the crowd to
recall the 1979 season when the block the moving trucks on that very
Sonics defeated the Washington day they try to leave.
Bullets to win the NBA title.
To this day, it's still the only Observer Sports editor Frank Stanley
major championship won by a Seat- can be reached at stanleyf@cwu.edu.
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Baseball: Wildcats host Western Oregon in four game
homestand beginning on Saturday.
continued from page 15
The Wildcats fired right back with
three of their own, two from Rylaarsdam's third home run of the day.
After giving up one more in the second, Mccanna dug deep and finished
off strong for the rest of the night, giving up three hits and two runs in 6.2
innings. The same couldn't be said for
the Saints, who gave up 12 runs to the
Wildcats.
After three games against Saint Martin's, Central was set to play two more
against Whitman College. Game one of
the doubleheader found the Wildcats in
store for another tough outing that
would test Millbauer and the rest of the
pitching staff once more.
Central's bats wouldn't be kept silent
as they matched every hit against them.
The game came down to the ninth once
more as senior Zach Habben came into
relief with a two-run lead, 8-6, to close
out Whitman. But Whitman's bats came
back, scoring three off of Habben to take
the lead 8-9.

''They were throwing the pitches where I
liked them and the wind was blowing,

whi~h helped carry them out.''
NATE RYLAARSDAM FIRST BASEMAN

In the bottom of the ninth, with runners in scoring position and one out,
Senior third baseman John Lobbestael
continued the string of comebacks with a
single to tie the game.
.
"The energy of tlie dugout was amazing; everyone was fighting for each other,
making sure the guy on deck gets a push
for the next guy," senior outfielder Tyler
Scoggin said.
After Murillo flew out to short ar:id Riner
walked with Snowdon on third, Scoggin
slapped the game-winning single to right.
"I made sure when 1t was my turn to do
something I actually came out and did it"
Scoggin said.

In the final game of the weekend,
the Wildcats demolished Whitman
College, 12-1, led by a seven-hit,
nine-run fourth. Walkenhauer went
five innings and gave up four hits,
one run and one walk in his first win of the season.
"I threw a lot of fastbal Is and went
right after the.m ," Walkenhauer said.
"With the big lead I wasn't afraid of a
few hits here and there."
With the wins over Whitman, Central improved to 7-8 and 2-1 in the
GNAC. The Wildcats are a perfect 6-0
at home and hosts Western Oregon at
Tomlinson Field this weekend.

GNAC at.a,;,Glan.ce
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-B A S K E T B A L L·
7:00pm @ Nicholson Pavilion
Sponsored by .
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.

vs. Northwest
Nazarene

WOME .N 'S BASKETBALL
S:OOpm@ Ni.cholson Pavilion
Sponsored by

c·w.·. u·VS. Western
BASKETBALL

7:00pm @ Nichols~n Pavilion
Spons red by

(WU VS• .Seattle
Pacific

.TICKETS ON SALE NOW
CWU Students• FREE

$10 Adult• $5 Senior a Students
$2 Youth Under 12
Tickets Available at the CWU Athletic Department on the comer ()f
Nicholson and Walnut (PE Bldg. 101), by callingS09~963~1914 or at
the Nicholson f>avilion entrance prior to the games.

CENTRAL WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY
,1.thf-tt'#D€~mt
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Sottball»oi-cks up tirst_win of season
by Dusty Kindc~Ci

""·

'

· ter said. '.'We jus~ needed to
Frederick said.
The girls softball team
get our bats going earlier in
the.game."
.
.
has lost six of their nine
The Central Washington softball
Senior first baseman Malgames by only one run, and
team started their turnabout to suclory Holtman also went a
five of those games have
cess,· winning three of their their six
either come down to the last
perfect 3-for-3, including a
two-run home run in their
games at the Clarion Hotel/Central
inning . or have gone into
Washington University Invitational in
third game of the
Invite
extra innings.
. Richland, Wash., last weekend.
against
Northwest
The next game they
Nazarene, beating them 8-0.
The Wildcats lost their first game,
Tarn Potter played was against Sonoma
2-1, to tournament champs Western
In all, The Wildcats
State. Potter hit two home
Outfielder
Oregon , who closed out the Invite 5outscored their opponents
runs, including a go-ahead
17-2 in the first three
two-run shot in the top of
1. Central was held to only three hits,
the only score coming from a solo
games.
the seventh giving the Wildcats the
shot by junior catcher Holly Rossman.
"As a whole, I thought we played
victory 4-2.
.
Junior outfielder Tarn Potter had a really well defensively and offensive"She basically won us the game"
FrederiCk said.
great tournament where she went 3ly," Potter said.
for-3 and helped earn Central an 9-1
Their next game was a loss to rival
The next game they played was
rout over Saint Martin's University.
Western Washington, an 1-0 shutout
against Seattle, where they lost 4-3
Though still showing signs of inconin eight innings. The consistency woes
due to a failed bunt opportunity in the
sistency between games, the Wildcat
continued as Central was limited to
last inning of a g.ame.
women exploded for 12 hits against
only four hits.
Montana State-Billings was the last
the Saints.
"We need to find a way to get game of the tournament for the Wildover the hump," head coach Gary
cats, they ended up.with a disappoint- ·
"The team played really well," Pot-

Staff reporter

ing loss, 5-1. Central was held to one
run on five hits.
. "As a team w,e didn't hit the ball as
well as we did in Arizona" Frederick
said. "We had two or three people a
game that did very well, but throughout the lineup we were not consistent"
The Wildcats next game is their
Great Northwest Athletic Conference
(GNAC) opener today in a rematch
against Western Oregon in Monmouth, Ore.
Following the game is one more
game on the road against Saint Martin's before Central opens at home.
This is the first two league matches
for Central and are looking forward to
starting out league play on a positive
note.
·
"We are going to be taking a lot of
batting practice this week to prepare
us for Western Oregon's pitching"
Frederick said.

TUMBLE: Women face Western
looking to finish above .500
continued from page 15

Amanda Umberger/Observer

Senior wing Elyse Maras is guarded by Michelle Short of Saint Martin's
on Feb. 23. The win kept ~he Wildcats fading playoff hopes alive.

Anc~orage scored 30 points in
the paint compared to only six for
the Wildcats. The Seawolves were
also able to bring in 18 points off of
i 1 CWU tu movers.
The win punches Anchorage's
ticket to the playoffs with a record
of 24-3 overall and 13-2 in GNAC
play.
With their playoff dreams slipping away, the Wildcats traveled to
Fairbanks in a must-win situation.
Slow scoring was the key of this
game, as the tone was set right out
of the gate with neither team putting
any points on the board for the first
three minutes.
The stall was broken by a layup
from forward Christina Bruketta to
put the Nanooks on the board.
The lead did not last long with
the teams trading the lead back and
forth for the next seven mi'nutes
before a 10-2 run put the Wildcats
up by nine with four minutes to play
in the half.
Central was able to maintain a
small lead for the rest of the half and
headed to the locker room with a
six-point lead and a score of 23-17.
The second half continued much
like the first with the teams tying the
score five times before the Nanooks
were able to take the lead for good
with just over seven minutes to play
and a score of 34-33.
Central was able to keep it close
and even came within one point but
they were never able to regain the
lead and the game ended with a
three-point deficit and a score of
47-44.
Close losses have been a thorn in
the paw of the Wildcats all season-

long with the team losing by fewer
than 10 points in seven of their 12
losses.
Senior forward Hanna Hull was
the only Wildcat able to score in
double digits, bringing in 13 points.
Sophomore center Shaina Afoa
brought in 11 rebounds, 10 being
on the defensive end.
Three Nanooks were able to
bring in double figures accounting
for 35 of their 47 total points. Forward Christina Bruketta scored 14,
guard Sheena Brown brought in 11
and forward Kari Reabold had 10.
Center Nicole Bozek brought in 10
of the Nanooks' 39 rebounds and
went 4-of-4 from the free-throw
line.
With this loss, the Wildcats most
likely fell out of playoff contention
and brought their record to 13-12
overall and 5-12 in GNAC play.
The Nanooks raised their record
to 11-13 overall and 4-12 in GNAC
action.
In order even to be eligible for
the playoffs, a team must have a
record of better than .500. If the
Wildcats lose Saturday they will fall
to .500 and will become ineligible
for postseason play.
If Central is able to win against
Western, the likelihood of them
going to the playoffs is still veryJ
slim. The combination of losses that
needs to occur for the Wildcats to .
make the playoff is highly unlikely
to happen.
The Wildcats return home for the
final game of the season and a mustwin if the Wildcats want even the
slightest chance of reaching the
playoffs. They face archrival Western
Washington University at Nicholson
Pavilion Saturday at 7 p.m.

Pregnant?
You have options~
1-800-395-HELP or in Ellensburg 92.5-2273
Free Test. Caring. Confidential.

Located in Downtown Ellensburg at Ii J East 4th

=====
iHL
=-:-=L

HAVE FUN & EARN $$$
& GREAT EXPERIENCE!!!
Enjoy working with high
school students during residential summer schoof at Big
Bend Community College,
Moses Lake, WA from June
16 -August 2, 2008. (Must
be available for the entire
term of employment.) Available positions are Resident
Hall Director for $3,960
(requires a Bachelor's degree
&supervisory experience),
Activities Director for
$3,520 (requires three years
of college) and Resident
Advisor for $3,080 (requires
2 years of college after high
school). Room & Board and
insurance provided. Call
(509)793-2008 or e-mail:
hroffice@bigbend.edu.
Equal opportunity employer.
Fisheries/Data Technicians
Responsibilities: Assist in
fisheries acoustic survey at
Wailapum and Priest Rapids
dams. The employee will
assist in on-site data collection and data management
under the direction ot project
staff.
Qualifications: Background in sciences preferred,
computer literacy a must.
Ideal candidates will have
some fisheries experience
and be able to work efficiently and independently.
Knowledge of MS Office software (Excel/Access) and
strong organizational skills
are a plus.
Salary: $13/hour. Fulltime/part-time available
between April and July, 2008.
We are flexible in working
with college students and
their class schedules.
Send resume ASAP to
staffing1@htisonar.com
ANCHOR M APTS
509-925-3031
1 BLOCK FROM. CAMPUS 1 & 2 BDRM APTS
GREATVALUES STARTING AT $465 FURNISHED
AND UNFURNISHED
AVAILABLE!
Duplex for rent.
$895.00 per month.
3 Bedroom
2 Hath washer/dryer,
dishwasher, microwave.

ContactTom or Sandy Morris
929-0959 or 899-1342
Cabin/Apt. 7 mi west hwy
1Oon river. No smoking, no
pets, 1st/last & dep. 495 per
mo. Call Edie 509 929-1727
Seattle Radio Internships!
Funky Monkey seeks energetic students for our·summer
prornotions team. Students
must receive scholl credit.
Interested? Please emai I cover
'letter & resume'to
valeriekoch@clearchannel.com ·
Tacoma Radio Internships[
Q-Country seeks energetic
students for o,~r sur.nmer promotions team. 'Students must
recei~ schoil"'tredie Interested? Please email cover letter
& resume to
· valeriekoch@clearchannel.com
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Intramural Sports, spring quarter:

Ultimate, Bocce in new leagues
~Let the next quest for the T-shirt
begin.
Central Intramural Sports is
already in full swing, preparing for
spring quarter events.
All students are encouraged to get
teams ready and get registered early
for all spring leagues, as this quarter's
events fill up quicker than before,
especially events such as flag football
and softball.
Registration begins March 28,
three days after classes begin, and
contim,J.e through April 10.
All leagues begin between April
14 and _April 18, with this year's
events including softball, soccer, flag
football, basketball, volleyball,

NCAA Division II
West Regional Poll
1. Alaska-Anchorage 23-5

2. Cal State-San Bernardino 22-6
:3. Seattle Pacific 19-6
4. Chaminade 20-7

S. Humboldt State 20-8

6 BYU-Hawaii18-7

7. CENTRAL WASHINGTON 19-6
8. Seattle 17-9

9. Cal State-Los Angeles 17-11
10. Cal State-Dominguez Hills 17-10

*GNAC teams in bold
*Top 8 teams advance to
NCAA tournament

National Association of
Basketball Coaches Poll
1. Bentley 2 7-0

2. Grand VaUey State 31-0
3. Winona State 3()..1
4. Northern State 26-2
5. South CarolinaAiken25 2
6. Findlay 25-3
7. Drury 25-3
8. North Alabama 23-7
9. Minnesota State 22-S
1O. Augusta State 22-5
11. Alaska-Anchorage 23-5
12. Benedict 23-4

13. Edinboro 22-5

dodgeball, tennis and badminton.
This spring also marks the return
of the ultimate Frisbee league and the
indusion of a whole new league with
bocce ball.
"We have a bocce ball set in Outdoor Pursuits and Rentals being
checked out all of the time, so I
thought we should try out a league,"
Intramural Sports and Special Events
coordinator Eric Scott said.
Special events for the quarter
include preseason kickoff tournaments for Tennis, beginning on Friday, March 28, and soccer, starting
on Saturday, April 12.
Softball and flag football are also
scheduled, though times are still to

be determined .
Included with this year's Family
Weekend, held on May 11th, is a golf
tournament to be held at the Ellensburg Country Club from 12 p.m. to 4
p.m.
Also, lntramurals is hosting several
events for this year's Student Appreciation Day, held Thursday, May 22.
Events so far include additional
intramural soccer and softball games,
an outdoor volleyball tournament,
horseshoe and bocce ball games and,
for the first time, a CWU Celebrity
Softball Game, held in the evening.
fo( more information, check out the
Intramural
Sports
on line
at
~ww.cwu.edu!~rec!intramura/Sports

oto courtesy o nc cott
Wellington poses with winter quarter's winning intramural volleyball team.
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STREAK: Men are one game o"ut of
GNAC lead going into final week
continued from cover

ed by Daub, to go up by eight with just 34
seconds left.
"It's unbelievable," Sparling said.
"We got on them for offensive
rebounds [in the first haln. We only had "That's a weapon that is huge in the game
one at half-time," Sparling said.
of basketball. You got a guy [in Beitinger]
The second half started off right for who can post up, shoot from mid-range
Central as Beitinger hit a jumper on the and shoot the three."
team's first possession. Beitinger tried to
The Wildcats would hold on to the
set the tempo for the team with the shot, lead as they won their eighth game in a
but SU would not go ·away that easily. ·row, 77-72.
With 17:45 left in the game, SU started a
Daub's 18-point performance was his
12-5 run to take their largest lead of the career high: 13 points was his previOLJS.
half, 50-42 with 12:47 left.
He also led the team in assists with four
"At times it was downright ugly," and rebounds with nine.
Beitinger said. "We didn't play that great,
"Coach (Sparling) always tells us to try
but then other
and do the little
times it was excitthings, and I haping to watch. We
pened to get in
''Everyone on the there
were swapping
and get a
baskets. It's one of
cou~le rebounds,"
team can score, it's Daub said. "The
those games that
was a rollercoaster,
ball was falling my
just a matter of
up and down and
way; the guys
back and forth. It
found me in the
who's hot on that
was just a heavyright
positions.
weight slugging
Everyone on the
nig
match."
team can score, it's
. h t. ' '
Back-to-back
just a matter of
BRYCE DAUB
three-pointers from
who's hot on that
junior
forward
night."
SENIOR FORWARD
Brandon Foote and
Central will
Woods started the
wrap up the reguWildcats' comeback. During Central's lar season at home this week with two
run, Beitinger made a three-pointer to games against teams looking to make the
bring the deficit to one and then they were playoffs. Tonight they play Northwest
able to take the lead by one after a Daub Nazarene and Saturday night they play
lay-up with 2:33 left to play.
·
Seattle Pacific. Both games are at 7 p.m. at
Coldren tried to get the lead back for Nicholson Pavilion.
the Redhawks with free throws and a
"Hopefully we can get the fans out
three-pointer, but the Wildcats were too here for the two home games," Penoncello
strong.
said. "If we play the way we've been playBeitinger hit another three-point shot ing, there is no doubt we're going to end
and then he slammed down a dunk, assist- [the regular season] the way we want to."

Brianne Jette/Observer

Senior guard Nate Jackson goes for a lay-up as part of a 77-72 victory over Seattle University on Sat. March 1.

will be·down for maintenance
on April 5th and April 12th*

•
•

•
•
•
•

•

•NCtr••

The ITS and Facility Management Departments want everyone to
know that the entire Central Computer Facility will be "offiine" for
maintenance for approximately 4 to 6 hours on April 5 and again on
April 12. These outages are necessary to complete electrical work to
increase the available power for additional equipment.
Check the Intranet for details and exact times of the outages!!

'Mt
Safari, PeopleSoft, Blackboard, File Server access,
CWU Websites, etc.
Local Area Network access
Internet access (administrative network and ResNet)
Network printing services
Email, Web access
4-digit dialing to/from University Centers, ITV
ALSO off campus access to these services

...,W'llL••:

I

'th

• Telephone Service
• Your personal computers {PC and Mac)
• Local printing - direct connect

Ifill bbl, it'a
pm/1ab1y oat/I

* The April 12th outage will be scheduled so as not to conflict with the Spring Open House for Accepted Students scheduled
for that day.
Contact.the ITS Help Desk at helpdesk@cwu.edu if you have questions/concerns regarding these outages.

